
IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT


FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

________________________________
In re:





:







:
Case No.  XX-XXXXX-GLT

DEBTOR NAME(S),



: 
Chapter __






:



Debtor(s).


:







:

PLAINTIFF NAME(S),


:
Adv. Proc. No. XX-XXXXX-GLT







:______


Plaintiff(s),


:







:

v.





:







:

DEFENDANT NAME(S),


:







:



Defendant(s).


:







:

JOINT DISCOVERY PLAN AND STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED TIME OF TRIAL
(Dated:  ___________________)

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(f) as incorporated by Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 7026, a meeting between the parties was held on _______________ and was attended by _____________ for the Plaintiff(s) and ________________ for the Defendant(s).  Having discussed the nature and basis of their claims and defenses, and the possibilities for a prompt settlement or other resolution, the parties agree upon the following Joint Discovery Plan and Statement of Estimated Time of Trial (the “Joint Plan”).

1. The parties have made (or shall make by _______________) all disclosures required by Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 26(a)(1) as incorporated by Federal Rule of Bankruptcy Procedure 7026 as follows:  [Include a description of the subject matter, timing, and form of the Rule 26 disclosures, but do not submit the disclosures themselves to the Court.]
2. The parties have concluded that discovery will be needed on the following subjects:  [Include a brief description of each subject upon which discovery will be necessary.]

3. Disclosure or discovery of electronically stored information should be handled as follows:  [Include a brief description of the parties’ proposals.]

4. The parties have agreed to address claims of privilege, or of protection as trial-preparation material, asserted after inadvertent production as follows:  [Include a brief description of the agreed upon terms.]

5. The parties shall have until _______________ to complete fact discovery and to file discovery-related motions.

6. Each party shall serve no more than ____ interrogatories, including subparts.  No broad contention interrogatories (i.e., “List all facts supporting your claim that . . .”) shall be used.  Good cause must be shown for the allowance of more than 25 interrogatories (as provided for in Fed. R. Civ. P. 33 and Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7033), and answers to interrogatories shall be due no later than ____ days after service of the same.

7. Each side shall take no more than ____ depositions, each of which is not to exceed ____ hours (unless extended by agreement of the parties).  Good cause must be shown for allowance of more than ten (10) depositions (as provided for in Fed. R. Civ. P. 30 and Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7030).

8. Each side shall serve no more than ____ requests for admissions.  Answers to requests for admissions shall be due no later than ____ days after service of the same.

9. The parties shall have until _______________ to move to join additional defendants, amend the pleadings to add additional claims or defenses, and/or file any other non-dispositive motions (e.g., motions seeking consolidation, bifurcation, etc.).

10. The parties shall have until _______________ to identify the subject matter/discipline of each expert witness that may be called at trial (if applicable).  Names of expert witnesses and initial reports under Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(2), as incorporated by Fed. R. Bankr. P. 7026, shall be due no later than _______________, and rebuttal reports are due no later than _______________.  All parties claiming damages must, by no later than _______________, identify and disclose the damages such party intends to provide at trial and identify and describe the manner and method in which such damages claims are calculated.  All expert witness discovery shall be completed on or before _______________.

11. The parties shall file any motion(s) for summary judgment by _____________________.

12. If a demand for a jury trial has been made, the parties [DO/DO NOT] consent to have such trial conducted by this Court.

13. If the adversary proceeding is a non-core matter under 28 U.S.C. §§ 157 and 1334, the parties [DO/DO NOT] consent to the entry of a final order by this Court.
14. The parties have estimated that approximately ____ days will be needed to conduct a trial in this case.

15. The parties shall be ready for a pretrial conference on or after _________________, and the parties shall be ready to evaluate this case for settlement purposes at that time.

WHEREFORE, the parties to this adversary proceeding respectfully request that the Court enter an order authorizing and implementing this Joint Discovery Plan and Statement of Estimated Time of Trial, and grant such other relief as the Court deems just and proper.

[INSERT SIGNATURE BLOCKS CONTAINING SIGNATURES, NAMES, ATTORNEY I.D. NOS., ADDRESSES, TELEPHONE NUMBERS, FACSIMILE NUMBERS, AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES OF ATTORNEYS OR THE PARTIES (IF PRO SE).]
iv

